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DECLARATION. 


E have in the courſe of our whole Life; and more par- bd 
ticularly by the apparent Hazards both by Sea and A 
Land, to which we have fo lately expoſed our Perſon, | 
given to the whole World ſo nigh and undoubted Proofs 
of our fervent Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, that we are ful- 
ly confident no true Ergliſh-man and bows , Proteſtant can enter- 
rzin the leaſt Suſpicion of- our firm Reſolution, rather to ſpend 
our deareſt Blood end periſh in the Attempt, than not carry on 
the. Bleſſed and Glorious Deſign which by the Favour of Heaven 
we have lo ſucceſsfully begun, to reſciie Eng/and, Scotland, a 
Trelang, from SLAVERY and POPERY, and in a Free Parlia- 
mea to eſtabliſh the Religion, the Laws and the Liberties of thoſe 
doms upon ſuch a ſure and laſting Foundation, that it, ſhall 
in the Power of any Prince, :for the ſore, to introduce 
ZN and TYRANNY. 

"Towards the more eaſie Compaſſing this great Debigr 180, we 
Have not been hitherto deceived in the juſt Expectation we h 
of the Concurrence of the Nobility, Gentry, and People of Eng+ 
| land, with Us for the Security of their Religion, rhe Reſtirution 
p _ of the Laws, and. the  Receſt abliſhment of their. Liberties and Pro- 

perties : Great Nee! fe all Ranks and Qu alities, have } joyn- 

ed themſelves ro Us; - Al $ at great. Diſtances from Us, 
Have taken up Arms. and Deglat os Us. + And, which we can- 
not 
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not but particalarly mention, in that Army which was raiſed to 
be the Inſtrument of SLAVERY and POPERY, many (by the 


__ - ſpecial Providence of God)-both Officers and common Souldiers 


have been touched with ſuch a feeling ſenſe of Religion and Ho- 
nour, and of true Aﬀection for their Native Country, that they 
have already deſerted the Illegal Service they were ingaged in, 
and have come over to Us, and have given us full Aſfarance from 
the reſt of the Army, that they will certainly follow this Exam- 
ple, affoon as with. our Army .we ſhall approach near enough 


ro receive them, without the Hazard of being prevented and be- 


trayd. To which end, and that we may the ſooner execute 
this juſt and neceſſary Deſign we are ingaged in for the.publick 
Safety and Deliverance of theſe Nations, We are reſolved with 
all poſſible Diligence to advance forward, that a Free Parliament 
may be forthwith called, and ſuch Preliminaries adjuſted with 
che King, and all things firſt ſettled upon ſuch a. foot according 
to Law, as may give Us and the whote Nation juft Reaſon, to 
befieve the King is diſpos'd to make ſuch neceſſary Condefcenſi- 
ons on his part, as will give intire fatisfa&tion and ſecurity to all, 
and make both King and Pcople'once more Happy. | 

And that we may effect all this,in the way moſt agreeable to our 
Defires,if it be poſſible without the Effufion of any Blood except of 
thoſe execrable Criminals who-have julltly forfeited their Lives for 
betraying the Religion and Subverting the Laws of their Native 
Count:y, Wedo think fit to declare, that as we will offer no Vi- 
olence to any bur in, our own Neceſſary Defence : fo we will. 
not ſuffer any Injury to be. done to the Perſon even of a Papiſt, 


provided he be'found in ſuch Place, and in ſuch Condition and- 


Circumſtances as the Laws require. So we are reſolved and do de- 
clare that all Papiſts, who ſhall be found in open Arms, or with 
Arms in their Houfes, or about their Perſons, of in any Office 
or Imployment Civil or Military upon aty pretence whatſoever 
contrafy to the known-Laws of the Laid, fhall be treated by Us 
and our Forces not as Souldiers and Gentlemen, but as Robbers, 
Free- Booters and Banditti; they ſhall be incapable of Quarter, 
and 
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and imtirely delivered up'to the Diſcretion of our Souldiers. And 


We'do farther declare that all Perſons who ſhall'be found any 


ways aiding and aſliſting to them, ' or ſhall march under ther 
Command, or ſhall joyn with or ſubmit to them in the Diſcharge 
or Execution of their Itlegal: Commiſſions or Authority, ſhall be _ 
looked upon as Partakers'ot their Crimes, Enemies to the Laws, 

and to their Country. 


And whereas we are certainly informed that great Numbers 
of armed Papiſts have of late reſorted to London and Weſtminſter, 
and parts adjacent, where they remain, as-we have reaſon to fuf- 
peR, not ſomuch for their own Security, as. out of a wicked 
and barbarous Deſign to make fome deſperate Attempt upon the 
aid Cities, and their Inhabitants by Fire, - or a ſadden'Maſhcre, 
or both ; - or elſe to be the more ready to joyn themſelves to a 
Body of French Troops, defigned, ' if it be poſſible, to land in 
England, procured of the French King, by the Intereſt and Pow- 
er of the-Jeſuits-in purſuance of the Engagements, whictr at the 
Inſtigation of that peſtilent Society, his moſt Chriſttan Majefty; 
with one of his Neighbouring Princes of the ſame Communion, 
has entered into for the utter Extirpation of the Proteſtant Reli- 
g10n out of Earope. Though we hope we'tave taken ſuch effectu- 
al care to prevent the one, and ſecure the other, that by God's 
Aſfiftance, we:cannot doubt but we thall defeat all their wicked - 
Enterpriſes and Deſigns. 

We cannot however forbear out of the great and tender Con- 
cerri We have to preſerve the People of Enziand, and-particular- 
ly thoſe great and populous Cities, from. the cruel Rage .and 
bloody Revenge of the Papiſts, to Require andexpett from all the 
Lord-Licutenants, Deputy-Lieutenants, and_ Juſtices of tke Peace, 
Lord-Mayors, Mayors, Sheriffs, and all other Magiſtrates, and 
Officers Civil and Military, ofall Counties, Cities and Towns 
of Enzland, eſpecially of the County of Middleſex, and Cities of 
London and Weſtminſter, and Party-adjacent, that they do imme- 
diately difarm and ſecure, as by Law they may and ought, within 
their reſpective Counties, Cities and Juriſdictions, All Papiſts 

whatſoever, 
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+ whatſoever, as Perſons at all times, but now eſpecially moſt 
dangerous to the Peace and Safety -of the Government, that fo 
not only all Power of doing miſchief may. be taken from.them ; 
but that the Laws, which are the'greateſt and beſt Security, 
may reſume their Force, and be ſtritly Executed. none 
_ And Wedo hereby likewiſe Declare that We will Prote& and 
Defend all thoſe who ſhall not be afraid to do; their Duty in Obe- 
dience to theſe Laws. And that for thoſe Magiſtrates and others 
of - what condition ſoever they be, who ſhall refuſe to aſſiſt Us, 
and in. Obedience to the Laws to Execute vigorouſly what we 
{ye required of them, and ſuffer themſelves at this JunQure to 

> Cajoled or terrified out of their. Duty, We will eſteem them 
the moſt Criminal and Infamous of all Men, Betrayers of their 
Religion, the Laws, and their Native Country, and ſhall not 

fail to treat them accordingly ; reſolving, to expect and require 
at their,hands the Life of every fingle Proteſtant that ſhall periſh, 
and every Houſe that ſhall be burnt . or deſtroyed .by their Trea- 
chery and Cowardiſe. . pe 
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Willam Henry, Prince of Or ange. 
By His Highneks ſpecial Comman d, 


'-— Gruen wider our Hand | a UYGE 
Bo nf OR LACLLE 
quarters at Sherburn- © | of | 
Caſtle, the 18th day 
of November, 1688. 
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